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Social and political, socio-economic and cultural transformations which took
place in Ukraine in the 50s of the 20" century caused the forming of new educational
order: preparing of highly educated skilled specialists. An important role in solving this
problem belonged to the primary education as a basis that lays down the foundations
ofknowledge, abilities and skills necessary for further successful studies. However the
school practice of that time was behind the real demands oflife; it did not answer the
level of science, technique and culture development; it did not take into consideration
the growing cognitive possibilities of primary school pupils. Specialists in the sphere
of primary education ascertained that the peculiarities of primary school education
did not differ greatly from those which had taken place thirty years before; educational
content remained almost unchanged from pre-wartimes, the main features of which
were narrow practicalness, absence of theoretical generalizations etc. Consequently
an objective need in reformation of the primary school link caused the beginning of
psychological and pedagogical researches in this sphere.

At the end of the 50s of the 20™ century the Primary Education Department
of General and Polytechnic Education Research Institute under APS of the RSFSR,
the Studies and Development Laboratory of Theory and History of Pedagogics Re-
search Institute under APS of the RSFSR under the leading direction of L. V. Zankov,



22 Section 3.

the Laboratory of Children of Junior School Age Psychology of Psychology Institute
under APS of the RSFSR under the leading direction of D.B. Elkonin and others or-
ganized the researches directed to establish a connection between the psychical devel-
opment of a child and the structure of education process and to find out whether the
development of primary school pupils under the conditions of a traditional model of
studies is the limit of their possibilities. In the course of theoretical generalizations and
experimental researches it became obvious that educational content and methods in
the primary schools did not provide primary school pupils with the necessary intel-
lectual and psychic development'. Consequently scientists decided it necessary to
step aside from the traditional educational system which was oriented onto the pupils’
acquirement of correct writing, reading and elementary counting skills; they decided
to carry out junior pupils’ general development, to use their inborn possibilities more
effectively. In spite of different approaches to the solving of this problem the majority
of researchers suggested to speed up the process of fulfilling the programmes, to intro-
duce the studying of the elementary theoretical knowledge in the course of primary
education, to apply general conclusions accessible for the pupils, to carry out more
purposeful work for the development of their activity and independence. Using of such
approaches had to increase the effectiveness of studies and to give the opportunity to
shorten the primary education course to three years>.

Those innovations were supported by teachers and gave a powerful impulse for
the experimental researches concerning the questions of structural and content reor-
ganization of the primary education. Thus, in the first half of the 60s of the 20" cen-
tury nearly 15 variants of educational programmes concerning primary schools were
experimented in the Soviet Union (by psychological and pedagogical laboratories
under the direction of L. V. Zankov, D. B. Elkonin, M. A. Melnikov, S. M. Yazykov; by
pedagogics and psychology departments of Leningrad Pedagogical Institute named
after O.1. Hertsen etc.). In Ukraine such experimental researches were carried out
by Pedagogics and Psychology Research Institutes. The educational system worked
out by the Primary Education Department of General and Polytechnic Education
Research Institute under APS of the RSFSR was assumed as a basis for the experi-
ment organized by the research assistants of the Primary Education Department of
Pedagogics Research Institute (PRI further) of the USSR under the direction of S. S
Kovalenko. However some changes were introduced into this system taking into ac-
count some points of L. V. Zankov’s developing education theory (studies with high
level of difficultness, leading role of theoretical knowledge, speed-up process of fulfill-

! IMuposxenko A. B. Pepopmysanss smicry saraabsoi cepearnoi ocsitu s Ypaini (cepearsa 60-x -
moyarok 80-xx pp. XX ct.): monorpadisa/A. B. [Tupoxenxo. — K.: ITea. aymka, 2013. - C. 178.

2 Kosanenko C. C.IleparoriuHo OCMHCAMTH HOBe Yy 3MICTi i cucTeMi MOYaTKOBOI OCBiTH
/C. C. KoBaaenxo//PapsHCbKa mxoaa. — 1964. — Ne 12. — C. 33.
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ing the programmes) and the peculiarities of schools’ work in the USSR (simultaneous
studies of the Ukrainian and Russian languages)'. The experimental tasks included
the following points: to study the possibilities of fulfilling the primary education pro-
grammes in three years; to define the educational extent and content in the 1*-3*
classes; to show the peculiarities of preparing of students for mastering the systematic
course of sciences’ bases starting from the 4 class®.

For realization of the experiment the research assistants of the Primary Educa-
tion Department of PRI of the USSR worked out the programmes for the Ukrainian
and Russian languages and arithmetic. They contained points which concerned the
enlarging of the theoretical knowledge and educational extent and higher level of its
difficultness in comparison with the current programmes. Experimental research was
carried out during 1963-1966 at Kyiv secondary schools Ne Ne 71 and 129 and at Vol-
novakha secondary school N¢ 1 (Donetsk region). Its results showed that the renewed
educational content allowed to provide primary school pupils with the higher level of
general development, to speed up the educational process and to master the primary
school programme in three years as a result”.

We should mention that the research in the sphere of primary education was
also carried out by a group of research assistants of Psychology Research Institute of
the USSR under the direction of O.V. Skrypchenko. The aims of their experimental
work were the following: to find out whether junior school pupils were able to master
the new programme material at higher theoretical level; to examine the correlation
between studies and pupils’ mental development; to investigate dynamics of this de-
velopment*. Working out the programme and methodology of experiment the re-
searchers based upon the ideas of the well-known Ukrainian psychologist G. S. Kostjuk
aboutinterconnection of studies, education and mental development; about the unity
of content, operations and motives of pupils’ cognitive activity>. Scientists took into

! Konerii Minicrepcrsa ocsitun YPCP. Aorosiana sarmucka «[[po eKcIiepiMeHTaAbHe AOCAIAKEHES
CHCTeMH i 3MiCTy HaBYaHHS ITOYaTKOBUX KAACiB> (1966 p- )//LIIAABO Yxpainn, ¢. 5127, om. 1, crip. 1045,
apk. 63.

% Crenorpamma 3acepanuit Yaenoro COBeTa HHCTHTYTA 10 BOMPOCY OTIBITA POBEPKH IIPOTPAMM
TPEXAETHEro 0OydeHH s B HAYaAbHBIX KAACCAX M IPOOAEMAX AAABHEHIIEro yCOBePIIeHCTBOBAHIS 001Iero
BeuepHero U 3a04Horo obpasosanus (9-25 ampeas 1964 r.)//LJAABO Ykpainu, ¢. 5127, om. 1, cnip.
871, apk. 16.

% Koaerii Minicrepcrsa ocsira YPCP. Aomnosiama sanucka «IIpo eKcriepuMeHTaAbHe AOCAIAXEHHS
CHCTeMH i 3MiCTy HaBYaHHS ITOYaTKOBUX KAACiB> (1966 p- )//LIIAABO Yxpainn, ¢. 5127, om. 1, crip. 1045,
apk. 64-685.

* Cxpumaenxo O. B. ExcriepumenTaspse Busuenss apudnmernis B Apyromy kaaci/O. B. Ckpurrierxo

//PapstHCBKA mKOAQ. — 1966. — N2 3. — C. 89.

5 Cxpumenxo O. B. AOCBiA eKCIepHMEHTAABHOI TIepeGyAOBH HABYAHHS B MEPIIHX KAACAX
/O. B. Cxkpumyerxo, H. ®. Cxpurraenko/ /PapsHcbka mkoaa. — 1965. - Ne 9. — C. 48.
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account also the results of psychological and pedagogical researches conducted by
N.A. Mechynska, N. S. Rozhdestvenskij, A. A. Ljublinska, A. S. Pcholko, L. V. Zankov,
D. B. Elkonin etc. However, reorganizing primary education content they did not aim
to shorten the duration of primary education, as L. V. Zankov offered. “We did not
agree with these Zankov’s conclusions, — marked O. V. Skrypchenko, — because they
do not only solve the actual school problems, but vice versa — they create alot of ad-
ditional difficulties. Our aims are to adopt the educational material for 1+-4" classes
to the pupils’ age-related possibilities at least partly; to raise junior school pupils’
general development”'.

The organizers of the experiment worked out the programmes for the Ukrainian
and Russian languages, arithmetic, natural science, hand work and music. Educational
material, some training exercises in particular, that did not have a cognitive value,
was taken out from educational content, and notions and concepts necessary for pu-
pils’ general development were offered for studying. Thus, elements of arithmetic
theory, algebra and geometrical preliminary instruction were introduced into the pro-
gramme in arithmetic; notions about family words, unstressed vowels, noun, adjec-
tive, verb were introduced into the programme in language studies; elementary ideas
about the Earth form, land, water, parts of the world, some biological phenomena etc.
were introduced into the programme in natural science.

We should point out that junior school pupils of Kyiv secondary schools
NeNe 149 and 166 took part in the experiment that was carried out during 1964-1967.
The results of that research confirmed that the increase of educational theoretical level
speeded up the pupils’ mental development. The thing was that educational content
and methods influenced greatly the pupils’ development of thinking, forming the
general abilities to do educational tasks, and also the rate of changing from differentia-
tion into integration of cognitive structures®.

We should also mark that there were no changes actually in spite of numerous
theoretical works, experimental researches as for primary education, in particular as
for the current school plans and programmes. An academician O.Y. Savchenko asserts
that “the primary school had mainly remained as a school of abilities and skills up to
the end of the 1960s™°.

The ways of successive improvement of primary education were defined in the
resolution of CC of CPSU and Council of Ministers of the USSR which was titled

! Cxpurryenxo O.B. ExcriepiMeHTaAbHe BUBYEHHS apuMETHKH B ApyroMy kaaci/O. B. Cxprrrderio
//PapstHCBKA mKoAa. — 1966. — N2 3. — C. 89.

? Cxpurraenxo O.B. BrAuB 3MiCTY i METOAIB HABYAHHS HA PO3yMOBHIt po3BuToK yumis [-I11 kaacis/
O.B. Cxpumuenxo//PapsHcbka mkoaa. — 1967. - Ne 3. - C. 63.

3 Casuenko O.S1. Aupaxruka nowarkosoi ocsiru: miapyunmk/O. 5. Casuenxo. — K.: Tpamora, 2012.

-C.S8.
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“About the measures of further improvement of secondary school work” (in 1966).
Those ways were the following: to teach systematically the bases of sciences starting
from the fourth year of studies, i. e. to shorten the duration of primary education to
three years; to adopt the educational content to the demands of science, technique
and culture development; to provide order succession while studying of the bases of
sciences, more rational division of educational material according to the years of stud-
ies; to manage with the overwork of pupils'. According to the mentioned resolution
the research assistants of PRI of the USSR prepared new programmes and textbooks
for three-year primary school, where the results of previous theoretical and experi-
mental works made by the Ukrainian and Russian researchers were taken into account.
Experimental verification of them began on September 1, 1967/1968 school year.
Researches were carried out at schools of Kalush district (Ivano-Frankivsk region) and
at schools of Pavlohrad district (Dnipropetrovsk region). Soon the schools from other
regions underwent those researches? Realization of the experiment had to prove the
pedagogical expediency of new school plans, programmes and textbooks for three-
year primary school; to check accordance of educational material content with the
preparation level and pupils’ development etc?.

For realization of the experiment the following projects of new programmes for
the 1*-3" classes were prepared and sent to the schools: projects of new programmes
for the Ukrainian and Russian languages, mathematics, natural science and labour
studies; calendar plans for the Ukrainian and Russian languages, mathematics, natural
science, labour studies, physical training, drawing, singing and music; notebooks with
the printed basis for mathematics; the methodical instructions for teachers. 10 new
textbooks and educational manuals concerning the Ukrainian and Russian languages
and natural science were prepared for the pupils from classes under experiment. The
research assistants of PRI of the USSR worked out methodical instructions, calendar
and lesson plans and prepared film-strips for each textbook®.

Experimental verification of new primary education content was finished in
1970/71 school year. Its results testified that the majority of pupils from the classes
under the experiment had mastered educational material according to the new pro-

! ITpo 3aXOAM AQABIIOTO MOAIMIIEHHS POGOTH CEPEAHBOI 3araAbHOOCBITHBOI IIKOAH/ /36ipHUK
HakasiB Ta iHcTpykuii MinicrepcTa ocsitu Ykpaincokoi PCP. - 1966. - Ne 23. — C. 2.

% O noaroroske mxoa Yipaurckoit CCP K mepexoay Ha HOBbIe Y4eGHbIX TAAHBI H IIPOTPaMMbL//
IJAABO Ykpainn, ¢. 5127, om. 1, ciip. 1186, apx. 20.

% Boraamosua M. B. Tpupiusmit excriepument sasepiieno/ M. B. Boraanosuy, H. ®. Cxpuruerxo,//
ITouarkosa mxoaa. — 1970.-Ne 11. - C. 4.

* Oruer uacTHTYTa 06 IKCIIEPUMEHTAABHOM HCCACAOBAHHUE 3 PEKTHBHOTO IPOrPAMMHOTO METOAR
06y4eHNs B HAYaABHBIX KAQCCAX CPEAHHX IIKOA 32 1967-1968 yu. 1. //IJAABO Vkpainy, ¢. 5127, om. 1,
crp. 1186, apk. 1-2.
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grammes; “the children had acquired more perfect abilities to observe, to compare,
to analyse, to systematize,.. necessary abilities and skills in every subject”". The actual
knowledge level of the junior school pupils had increased greatly during three years of
studies according to the new programmes than of those pupils who had been studying
according to the old programmes for four years> Consequently all primary classes in
Ukraine started to introduce the new educational content and duration of studies
from 1971.

Thus, psychological and pedagogical researches in the sphere of primary educa-
tion carried out in Ukraine in the 60s of the 20" century caused structural and content
changes within this link of school: they resulted in shortening of its duration to three
years and updating of educational content. As a result of the conducted researches
such approaches were put into the basis of forming of new primary education con-
tent: studies at higher level of difficultness, speeding-up the process of mastering of
educational material, enlarging of theoretical knowledge; it allowed to guarantee the
maximum development of junior school pupils’ cognitive possibilities. On the whole
the offered primary education content agreed with the social requirements and needs
of pupils’ development provided their proper preparation for the mastering of sciences
bases in the middle school classes etc. At the same time the introduction of the new
programmes caused a lot of problems: the teachers were not prepared enough for the
realization of such innovations; it was very difficult for the teachers of noncomplete
schools to work; the pupils were overworked with their studies; the number of the pu-
pilslagging behindincreased®. This in turn induced specialists in the sphere of primary
education to the next searches and experiments and this question will be touched in
our further publications.

! Boraanoswa M. B. Tpu poxwu 3a HoBumu porpamamu/M. B. Boraamosuu [ra ix.]//TTovarkosa
mKoAa. — 1972. - Ne 8. - C. 14.

2 Hixonaaenxo L. B. HpoGAeMH i3aBaaHH: moyaTkoBoi mKkoau/I. B. Hikoaaenko/ /ITouaTkoBa mKoaa.
-1972.-Ne 8. - C.S.
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