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Abstract 
 

The article deals with the development of the content of primary 
education in Ukraine in the first half of the 1990s. On the basis of the 
analysis of curriculums, programmes and textbooks published during 
this period the main tendencies of its development were defined 
(depoliticization, national orientation, deunification, variability, 
humanitarization, differentiation, integration). 
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Since Ukraine was proclaimed an independent state in 1991 there 

have been fundamental changes taken place in the development of 
school education, in particular they were connected with its first level – 
primary school. The following new theoretical-methodological princi-
ples of its functioning are defined in the legislative documents (Law of 
Ukraine “On Education”, 1991; Concept of Comprehensive School, 
1991; State National Education Programme (“Ukraine of the 21st centu-
ry”), 1993) adopted during the first half of the 1990s: democracy, hu-
manism, childcentrism, national orientation, etc. These transformations 
demanded essential renovation of the content of primary education. 

Depoliticization and deideologization of the content of primary edu-
cation, fulfillment with national component were considered to be the 
most important tasks under the conditions of revival of the national 
primary school. Therefore, political and ideological components were 
removed from the curriculums meant for the 1st – 3d and the 1st – 4th 
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classes (in 1986 – 2000 there were three-year and four-year of studies 
primary schools functioning in Ukraine simultaneously; it was connect-
ed with the age of pupils who started to go to school being 6 or 7 year 
old children) which were issued in 1992. The content of teaching mate-
rial, especially in reading, language, natural science and music aimed at 
the formation of national consciousness of junior pupils, love for their 
native land and nation. The introduction of new school subjects such as 
Ethnology and Native Land played an important role in encouraging 
primary school pupils to study national history, culture, traditions and 
customs [5; 6]. School textbooks for primary school pupils underwent 
appropriate changes as well. The content of them differed from that 
existed during the Soviet period: the constituent part of it was a Ukrain-
ian one. 

Let us focus on the fact that under the conditions of changes of ped-
agogical orientations there was a tendency to refuse standard curricu-
lums, programmes identical textbooks for all schools. The Ministry of 
Education of Ukraine suggested to use basic curriculums together with 
other ten variable curriculums for three-year and four-year of studies 
primary schools with the Ukrainian language of teaching. Taking into 
account pupils’ interests and needs, appropriate teaching resource base 
and teachers’ education School Council was allowed to choose the nec-
essary variant of the curriculum [4, p. 4]. Democratization in education 
caused the emergence of numerous variable curriculums for different 
subjects and courses in primary school, the creation of the first alterna-
tive textbooks on literacy and reading [3, pp. 98-99]. In general, appre-
ciating tendencies of deunification concerning primary education con-
tent, introduction of its variability we should note that the suggested 
variable curriculums did not always answer the tasks of primary educa-
tion and junior pupils’ age peculiarities. 

The fact that two components – a state one and a school one – were 
distinguished within the structure of the primary school curriculum 
was an innovative tendency of the researched period. The first one 
meant to provide every pupil with socially necessary scope and level of 
knowledge, abilities and skills. This component included necessary 
school subjects taken from language (the Ukrainian and Russian lan-
guages), mathematical (Mathematics and Fundamentals of Computer 
Science), aesthetic (Fine Art, Music), health-improving and labour 
(Physical Training, Labor Training) cycles [4, p. 10-11; 2, p. 55]. 

School component was determined by School Council and was 
aimed at individualization and differentiation of training, existence of 
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national and regional particularities in the content of primary educa-
tion. The time left for this component was recommended to use in pri-
mary classes for the arrangement of developmental lessons with 
groups of pupils or separate pupils; intensification in studying certain 
subjects (the Ukrainian Language, Mathematics, Labor Training, etc.); 
introduction of additional courses (Foreign Language, Choreography, 
etc.) [4, p. 2-3; 2, p. 54]. We should mention that since the 1993/1994 
school year selective-obligatory subjects have been included into the 
school component, and it made it possible to extend junior pupils’ 
knowledge and skills in the Ukrainian language first of all; to complete 
public educational minimum by means of introduction of such courses 
as Ethnology, Native Land, Man and Environment; to conduct special 
lessons in life and health protection of pupils. Selective-obligatory sub-
jects as well as the subjects from the state component were studied by 
the whole class simultaneously. As a result of their introduction the 
quantity of school hours fixed for the school component was doubled – 
up to 23-25 % [2, p. 54]. As we can see, pedagogical staffs were given 
the right to choose one of the suggested curriculums as well as to par-
ticipate in their development directly. 

During the mentioned period a great attention was paid to the 
humanitarization of the content of primary education; it means the in-
tensification of its linguistic, social and aesthetic components, the con-
tent of mathematical and natural components was filled with special 
knowledge. The humanitarian nature of the content of primary educa-
tion provided pupils with possibility to get acquainted with regional 
peculiarities of their native land and a variety of folklore genres 
[7, p. 6]. 

The differentiation of the content of primary education in the first 
half of the 1990s became the distinctive tendency of its development. In 
particular the Ministry of Education of Ukraine suggested curriculums 
for different types of schools that made differentiation and individuali-
zation of education possible in accordance with pupils’ needs and abili-
ties. Educational programmes suggested the material for the pupils 
with different levels of attainment. It is important that during the men-
tioned period the well-known Ukrainian scientist M.V. Bohdanovych 
prepared a new type of textbook in order to study the elementary 
course in Mathematics; it was a two-level textbook which made it pos-
sible to master the content of educational material at different levels of 
its complexity, and consequently to carry out the differentiation ap-
proach in teaching junior pupils [1]. 
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An attempt to approximate the content of primary education to the 
world practice caused abandoning a strict subjectcentrism through the 
introduction of the following integrated training courses: Music and 
Motion, Creative Work, Man and Environment. As O.Y. Savchenko noted 
their introduction made it possible to form qualitatively new 
knowledge in junior pupils, “to study an object comprehensively, to 
show the connection between phenomena, to teach how to analyse, 
compare, generalize” [7, p. 7]. At the same time there was a real oppor-
tunity to make the weekly load in primary classes shorter, to reduce the 
number of subjects, and as a result to eliminate the overload for junior 
pupils. 

In 1996 a new Law of Ukraine “On Education” which started the de-
velopment of state standards of general education was adopted. Thus, a 
new stage in the development of the content of primary education be-
gan, and standardization of it became its main tendency. 

Therefore, having analysed curriculums, programmes and textbooks 
for primary school published in Ukraine in the first half of the 1990s we 
can conclude that there were the following main tendencies in the de-
velopment of the content of primary education taken place during the 
mentioned period: depoliticization and introduction of national com-
ponent into its content; deunification and intensification of its variabil-
ity; humanitarization, differentiation and integration. 
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