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Ukrainian teacher education in emigration represents an important yet insufficiently explored component of the history of European education in the second half of the twentieth century
and the early twenty-first century. Within the transnational history of education, attention has focused on institutions operating beyond the nation-state that preserved pedagogical traditions
and national identity in conditions of prolonged emigration. The Ukrainian Free University in Munich (UFU) exemplifies such an institution, integrated into the European educational space
while sustaining the Ukrainian academic tradition.

The Pedagogical Institute played a distinctive role within the institutional structure of the UFU, which, between 1977 and 2012, provided teacher education for Ukrainian educational
environments in the diaspora. The Institute emerged from earlier pedagogical initiatives of the UFU, including summer pedagogical courses, and gradually developed into a stable
institutional form of teacher education within an émigré context. Its activities were aimed not only at the professional preparation of teachers, but also at the preservation of the Ukrainian
language, culture, and pedagogical continuity in the absence of an independent Ukrainian state.

Despite the widely acknowledged significance of the UFU in the history of Ukrainian science and education, the activities of the Pedagogical Institute have not yet been the subject of a
systematic history-pedagogical analysis. Existing studies (Patzke, Szafowal, & Yaremko, 2011; Kobchenko, 2023; Musiienko, 2007; Tsivatyi, 2022, and others) predominantly focus on the
institutional history of the UFU and do not conceptualize teacher education in emigration as a distinct phenomenon within a transnational perspective. As a result, this has made a gap,
particularly about the role of émigré educational institutions in sustaining national identity within the Ukrainian diasporic educational environment.

The relevance of this study is further reinforced by current events. As a consequence of Russia’s full-scale war against Ukraine, large numbers of Ukrainians — children, students, and
educators — have been forced to reside outside the country. In this context, the question of establishing sustainable educational forms capable of supporting national identity beyond the
nation-state has regained urgency. The historical experience of the Pedagogical Institute of the UFU may therefore be interpreted as a model of an educational center that combined
professional teacher education with the preservation of Ukrainian educational traditions abroad.

This research aims to analyze the activities of the Pedagogical Institute of the UFU (1977-2012) as a center of Ukrainian teacher education in emigration, with a particular focus on its
institutional foundations, the content of its educational programs, and its pedagogical practices.

The central research question is how the Pedagogical Institute of the UFU functioned as a model of teacher education under conditions of emigration and what role it played in preserving
Ukrainian pedagogical traditions within the transnational educational space.

The study discussed the following sub-questions:

- What organizational and educational principles defined the activities of the Pedagogical Institute of the UFU?

- How were Ukrainian pedagogical traditions combined with European academic standards within its educational programs?
- What conditions of emigration influenced the content and forms of teacher education?

Conceptually, this study draws on approaches from the transnational history of education and research in emigration (Green, 1997; Fuchs & Roldan Vera, 2019), which allow the
Pedagogical Institute of the Ukrainian Free University to be interpreted as a space of transnational circulation of pedagoqical ideas and practices.




Methodology, Methods, Research Instruments or Sources Used

The study is based on historical-pedagogical and source-critical approaches that allow for the reconstruction of the institutional development of the Pedagogical Institute of the UFU and for
the analysis of its educational activities over a long-term period of émigré existence. The primary method employed is historical analysis, focusing on the processes of the Institute’s
development, its organizational structure, and its pedagogical practices.

The core source base consists of archival materials from the Ukrainian Free University, including statutes, internal regulatory documents, minutes of faculty councils and Senate meetings,
curricula, reports, and official correspondence. These sources make it possible to trace changes in the institutional model of teacher education and in the educational priorities of the UFU
over time.

Additional sources include published UFU materials, such as jubilee publications, institutional reports, and memoirs of faculty members, which provide insight into the intellectual and
cultural-educational context of the Pedagogical Institute’s activities. Curricula and methodological materials are analyzed through qualitative content analysis to identify key pedagogical
ideas and approaches to teacher preparation.

The study is also used a biographical analysis of the academic activities of selected instructors (including H. Vaschkovych, O. Kyselivska-Tkach, and V. Yaniv), which allows for tracing the
continuity of pedagogical concepts within the émigré educational environment.

The methodological framework is further complemented by a transnational perspective in the history of education, which makes it possible to examine the Pedagogical Institute of the UFU
as an institution integrated into the European educational space, and to highlight processes of adaptation and preservation of pedagogical traditions under transnational conditions.
Conclusions, Expected Qutcomes or Hndings

The study argues that the Pedagogical Institute of the UFU functioned as a model of teacher education in emigration. It provided professional preparation for pedagogical personnel serving
Ukrainian educational environments in the diaspora and played a significant role in sustaining national identity under conditions of prolonged statelessness.

The expected findings indicate that the educational programs of the Pedagogical Institute combined Ukrainian pedagogical traditions with elements of European academic standards, there
by developing a hybrid model of teacher education adapted to a transnational context. The Pedagogical Institute functioned not only as an educational unit but also as a space of cultural
and pedagogical transmission.

By foregrounding the case of the Pedagogical Institute of the UFU, the study contributes to a deeper understanding of the role of émigré educational institutions within the transnational
history of education and influence on international debates about education in contexts of migration. The historical experience of the Pedagogical Institute may be interpreted as a relevant
reference point for contemporary educational challenges related to the forced maobility of Ukrainians and the need to establish sustainable educational centers abroad.
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