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INTERNATIONAL ACADEMIC MOBILITY

AS A FACTOR INFLUENCING THE TRANSFORMATION
OF ACADEMIC INTEGRITY CULTURE AMONG FUTURE RESEARCHERS

MDKHAPOIOHA AKAOJEMIYHA MOBUIBHICTDb
JAK YMHHUK TPAHC(I)OPMAI:[IT KYJIbTYPU AKAOEMIUHOI JOBPOYECHOCTI
MAUBYTHIX JOCIIIIHUKIB

Article’s purpose. This article aims to analyze, both theoretically and practically, how
international academic mobility programs — such as semester exchanges and research internships —
impact the culture of academic integrity among Master’s and PhD students. The research is set
within the context of Ukraine’s integration into the European Higher Education and Research
Areas. The focus is on how experiencing the European academic environment influences the ethical
values of future researchers and supports the implementation of the Law of Ukraine on Academic
Integrity (2025).

Methodology. To achieve the set goals, a comprehensive qualitative and comparative
methodology was employed, covering the period of academic cooperation between
T. H. Shevchenko National University «Chernihiv Colehium» (Ukraine) and Pomeranian
University in Stupsk (Poland) from 2016 to 2025. The research integrated comparative-
pedagogical analysis of educational programs following the framework of Bray et al. (2014),
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qualitative content analysis of legislative documents (Mayring, 2015), and the case study method
based on Yin’s (2018) research design. Systematic pedagogical observation of 50 students across
natural science and pedagogical specialties documented a behavioral shift in students’ attitudes
toward data authenticity during their internships in EU laboratories.

Scientific novelty. For the first time in domestic pedagogical discourse, international
academic mobility is considered not only as a tool for acquiring professional competencies. It is
also seen as a powerful ontological catalyst for the «reputational» model of academic integrity.
The study identifies the mechanism of «automatic ethical compliance», which arises from the high
level of professional specialization in EU universities. It justifies the synergistic effect of combining
national theoretical training — the 3-ECTS «Academic Integrity in Higher Education Institutions»
course — with practical European experience. This combination ensures the transition from
declarative adherence to ethical norms to their deep internalization.

Conclusions. It is proven that international mobility ensures a transition from a «punitive»
perception of plagiarism to a value-oriented culture of research integrity. For Master's students,
this transformation is driven by the choice of specialized tracks, while for PhD candidates, it is
facilitated by work in certified laboratories and participation in international grant programs
(Elsevier, CRASP). The study concludes that implementing the Law of Ukraine on Academic
Integrity (2025) is most effective when students are integrated into the global scientific community,
creating a «seamless ethical space» between Ukrainian and European universities.

Keywords: academic integrity; international mobility; Master’s students; PhD students;
European integration.

Mema cmammi. Memotwo cmammi € meopemuuHe oOTPYHMY8aHHA Ma NpaxmuuHuil
aHani3 énausy npospam MinCHapooHoi axademiuHoi mobiabHocmi (cemecmposux obMiHI8 ma
HAYKOBUX CMAICYeawb) Ha mpancHopmayito xyabmypu —axademiunoi dobpouecHocmi
Mazicmpanmie ma acnipanmie y xkowmexcmi inmezpayii Yxpainu 0o €eponeticbko2o npocmopy
suwoi ocgimu ma Haykosux 0Aocaioxcev. JlocaidxiceHHs 30cepediceHO HAa OUIHUI moeo, K
3aHypeHHA 8 egponelicbke akademiuHe cepedosuiie mModudikye emuuHi yiHHOCMI Maﬁ6ym1-tix
docalOHukie ma cnpuse imnaemenmauii Hoeo2o J3axony Ykpainu «IIpo axademiuHy
dobpouecHicmb» (2025).

Memoou docaiddiceHHA. J[n5 00CAi2HeHHA NOCMasAeHUX ylaell 3acmoco8aHO KOMNAEKCHY
SAIKICHY ma nNOpiBHANbHY Memo00a02110, WO O0XONAKeE nepiod akademiuHoi cnienpaul Mmixc
HauionaavHum yHisepcumemom «Uephieiscviuil koneeiym» imeni T. I'. Illeguenxa (Yxpaina) ma
ITomopcvrum yHisepcumemom y Cayncwvky (Iloavwa) 3 2016 no 2025 p. /locaidxcerns iHmeezpy-
8010 NOPIBHSABHO- nedazo2iuHull aHani3 0ceimHix npozpam 3a memoodukor M. bpes (Bray et al.,
2014), AKICHUll KOHMEeHM-aHai3 3akoHodasuux dokymenmis 3a I1. Maiipineom (Mayring, 2015)
ma memoo keiic-cmadi Ha ocHoel docaidHuybkozo dusaiiny P. Hina (Yin, 2018). Cucmemamure
nedazoziuHe CnOCMePeHCceHHA 3d 50 YUACHUKAMU NPUPOJHUYUX MA neda202iuHUX cneylaabHocmell
00380410 3a00KyMeHmysamu «nogediHKo8Ull 3cYys8» Yy cmasaeHHi cmyodenmis 0o docmosgipHocmi
JdaHux nid uac cmaxcysams Yy rabopamopisx €C.

Hayxoea Hoeu3Ha. Ynepuwie Yy 8IMUUBHAHOMY nedazo2iuHOMYy OUCKYPCL MIHCHapooHa
akademiuHa MobLAbHICMb po3210aembCsl He Auwle K THempymenm 30obymms npogeciiiHux
KoMnemeHuylill, a K NOMY*cHUIl OHMOA02IHHUL Kamanaidamop «penymauiiiHoi» modeai akade-
MiuHOi dobpouecHocmi. BuseneHo MexaHiam «asmoMamuvHo20 emu4yHo20 KOMNAAEHCY», WO
BUHUKAE 3AB805KU BUCOKOMY piBHI0 npodeciiiHoi cneuiaaidauii 8 yvigepcumemax €C. O6TpyH-
MOBAHO CuUHep2emu4HUll eheKkm NOEOHAHHA HAUIOHAAbHOI meopemuuHoi nideomosku (Kypc
«Akademiuna dobpouecHicmsb y 3axaadax suwoi oceimu» Ha 3 kpedumu EKTC) i3 npakmuuHum
esponeticbkum 0oceidom, wo 3abesneuye nepexio 610 0exAapamueHo20 JOMPUMAHHS eMUUHUX
HOpM 00 iXHbOT 21UO0KO0T BHYMPIWHBLOT THIMepHAaI3ayii.

Bucnoexu. /losedeHo, wo mMICHapodHa mobinbhicmy 3abe3nevwye nepexio 610 «Kapaw-
HO20» cnpuilHamms naaeiamy 00 YiHHICHO-OPIEHMOBAHOT KYALMYPU YinicHocmi 00ciOxHceHs. s
Mmazicmpanmie ys mpaxcopmayia 3ymoeaeHa eubopom Cneyianizosanux mpaexkmoptii, a 04
acnipanmie — pobomolo Yy cepmu@ikosaHux 2abopamopiax ma y4acmio y MIDICHAPOOHUX
epanmosux npoepamax (Elsevier, CRASP). 3pobaeHo 8ucHo8ox, wo LMn/lemeHmaum 3akony
Yxpainu «IIpo akademiuHy dobpouectHicmbvb» (2025) € HallOLAbLWL egﬁexmueumo yepe3 iHmezpauito
cmydeHmemea Yy celmosy Haykos8y CNiAbHOMY, wWo CMeopre «be3wosHUll emuyHUll npocmip»
MK YKPATHCHKUMU Ma €8pONeliCbKuUMU YHisepcumemamu.

Kmouoei caosa: akademiuna 006pouecHiCmyb; MiHCHapoOHa MOOLAbHICb; Ma2icmpanmu;
acnipanmu; espoiHmezpayis.
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Problem statement. As Ukraine integ-
rates into the European Higher Education Area
(EHEA) and the European Research Area
(ERA), it is essential to engage our academic
community beyond structural reforms. Core
academic values, especially academic integrity,
are at the heart of our scientific reputation and
educational quality. The Tirana Communiqué
(EHEA, 2024) affirms that academic freedom
and integrity are keystones of a democratic
EHEA. However, within Ukraine, integrity is
often viewed narrowly as a technical exercise in
plagiarism detection. This perspective risks
creating a disconnect between institutional
expectations and the lived ethical culture of our
future scholars.

The Law of Ukraine on Academic Integrity
(2025) shifts from a punitive approach to a
value-based model, clarifying legal definitions
and roles within education. Yet, genuine cultural
change needs more than laws. International
academic mobility — especially PhD research
internships in EU universities — is one key
catalyst. Technical aspects are well documented,
but how European academic norms, such as
those in the European Code of Conduct for
Research Integrity (ALLEA, 2023), influence
Ukrainian youth's integrity culture has not been
fully studied.

Analysis of recent research and
publications shows key trends. Interna-
tionally, Byram (2021) examines how
academic mobility influences professional
identity. Fishman (2014), ICAI (2021), and
Davis (2023) focus on the role of the educational
environment in academic honesty. In Ukraine,
Finikov and Artyukhov (2016), Dotsenko (2022),
and Kovryha (2025) discuss how to build an
integrity culture in higher education. Yaroshenko
et al. (2020) studied psychological and
pedagogical aspects of students’ ethical conduct.

Formulation of article goals. This
article aims to explain and study how inter-
national academic mobility (semester exchan-
ges and research internships) shapes the culture
of academic integrity among Master’s and PhD
students. The goals are:

*to compare the «punitive» and «value-
oriented» models of academic integrity through
the prism of the experience of Ukrainian
students in Polish university using the example
of the Biology and Biochemistry specialty;

*to determine how international mobility
contributes to the implementation of the Law of
Ukraine on Academic Integrity (2025) into the
daily practice of young researchers.

Explanation of the procedure of
theoretical, methodological, and experi-
mental research, indicating the research
methods. To achieve the set goals, a compre-
hensive qualitative and comparative methodo-
logy was employed, covering the period of
academic cooperation between T.H. Shev-
chenko National University «Chernihiv Colehium»
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(Ukraine) and Pomeranian University in Stupsk
(Poland) from 2016 to 2025.

The study integrated the following methods.

Comparative-pedagogical analysis. Used
to compare the curricula and syllabi of Master’s
and PhD programs, following the methodo-
logical framework of comparative education
developed by Bray et al. (2014). This allowed for
identifying specific shifts in the integration of
ethical standards across different national
contexts.

Documentary analysis. Study of rules, the
Law of Ukraine on Academic Integrity (2025),
and EU documents. The work used the content
analysis method (Mayring, 2015), which helped
clarify the interpretation of laws and ethics.

Observation and case study methods
were used. Fifty participants from different
fields were monitored. Based on Yin’s (2018)
case study design, this approach tracked how
students’ views on data authenticity and citation
changed during their time in the European
academic environment.

Dichotomous comparison. Used to show
the main differences between the rule-based
model common in Ukraine and the practical
reputation-focused model in international
research internships.

Presentation of the main research
material with an explanation of the scien-
tific results. Building a culture of academic
integrity in Ukrainian Master’s students starts
with solid theory and practice in the national
education system. In the first semester, students
take a specialized course — «Academic Integrity
in Higher Education Institutions» (90 hours, 3
ECTS credits). This course moves from basic
moral and legal ideas to practical skills in
scientific writing (Lukash & Szikura, 2025).

Key modules of the course include the
study of the legislative framework and practical
tools for plagiarism detection. Special attention
is given to the «Social Model of Plagiarism», and
creative tasks focused on citation rules. This
internal stage is crucial as it creates a «termi-
nological and ethical filter» through which
students later perceive the European academic
environment. However, as our study shows,
while the theoretical part is successfully
mastered in Ukraine (with a maximum score of
100 points), the true internalization of these
values occurs primarily during semester
exchanges, when students face a different set of
institutional consequences and a culture of zero
tolerance for violations.

Transformation of integrity culture
through academic mobility. Implementation of
mobility rights for students of the T. H. Shev-
chenko National University «Chernihiv Colehium»
at the Pomeranian University in Stupsk provides
a unique platform for comparing educational
standards and ethical practices. Between 2016
and 2025, approximately 50 students partici-
pated in these exchanges, representing a wide

27




ISSN 2710-5369 (ONLINE)

range of specialties: Biology and Biochemistry,
Ecology, Geography, Secondary Education
(Biology), Secondary Education (Geography),
Music Art, Primary Education, Pre-school
Education, Mathematics, and Psychology.

A comparative analysis of the Master’s
programs in «Biology and Biochemistry» at
T. H. Shevchenko National University «Cher-
nihiv Colehium» and «Biology» at Pomeranian
University in Slupsk reveals significant
structural differences that directly influence the
formation of academic integrity. While the
Ukrainian program focuses on broad, funda-
mental training for biologists capable of working
across multidisciplinary fields (from environ-
mental monitoring to forensics), the Polish
system is built on a highly specialized model. At
Pomeranian University in Slupsk, students
choose specific educational tracks (specializations),
such as Medical Biology (Biologia medyczna),
Teaching Biology (Biologia nauczycielska), and
Natural Expertise and Biomonitoring (Eksper-
tyzy przyrodnicze i biomonitoring).

The absence of rigid specializations at the
Master’s level in Pomeranian University in
Shupsk is compensated for by a wide range of
elective courses. However, the presence of
distinct specializations in the Polish academic
environment serves as a powerful tool for
internalizing ethical standards. When a student
chooses a narrow path, such as «Natural
Expertise and Biomonitoring», they realize that
their professional reputation is built on the
absolute reliability of their data. In this context,
academic integrity shifts from a general acade-
mic rule to a specific professional requirement:
a future expert or medical biologist understands
that falsification in a specialized field has
immediate and irreversible consequences for
their career and society. Thus, the differen-
tiation of programs at Pomeranian University in
Shupsk encourages students to view scientific
honesty as a personal professional asset rather
than a mere formality.

The educational transition from T. H. Shev-
chenko National University «Chernihiv Colehium»
to Pomeranian University in Shupsk involves not
only a change in language but also a shift in
methodological responsibility. Students choose
from a wide range of elective courses in Stupsk,
such as Conservation Biology (Biologia
konserwatorska), Environmental Biochemistry
(Biochemia Srodowiskowa), Digitalization
Technologies for Biological Data (Technologie
cyfryzacji danych biologicznych), and R&D
Project Management (Zarzadzanie projektem
badawczo-rozwojowym). For a Ukrainian stu-
dent, the necessity to independently manage a
research trajectory in a foreign environment
acts as a catalyst for self-regulation. Academic
integrity here becomes a practical necessity. In
particular, the course Methodology of Biological
Observations and Experiments (Metodyka
obserwacji i do$wiadczenn biologicznych)
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directly links ethical data collection with the
validity of the final research result, which is the
highest form of integrity in natural sciences.

Academic integrity in research: the
professional evolution of PhD students. The
transformation of academic integrity culture
reaches its professional peak during the
research internships of PhD students (Specialty
«Biology and Biochemistry»), implemented
through the Scientific Consortium (2021)
between T.H. Shevchenko National University
«Chernihiv Colehium» and the Institute of
Biology and Earth Sciences at Pomeranian
University in Shupsk. This stage is realized in
two fundamental forms: specialized laboratory
practice and international scholarship programs.

The core of the third-year internship is the
module «Research Activity: Laboratory Research
and Herbarium Management». Here, academic
integrity shifts from textual rules to the ethics of
experimental data. Key elements, such as
maintaining laboratory logbooks, implementing
EU-compliant quality systems, and metrological
confirmation of equipment, instill the principle
of traceability. Working in Shupsk’s micro-
biological, genetic, and biochemical labora-
tories, as well as with the Herbarium Slupensis
(SLTC) (including specimen digitalization),
PhD students internalize that any data
manipulation or procedural neglect is a direct
violation of research integrity. This practical
school of «honest experimentation» ensures
that the results of young Ukrainian scientists
remain competitive and verifiable.

Since 2019, this ethical evolution has been
further reinforced through international scholar-
ship programs, such as those funded by the
Conference of Rectors of Academic Schools in
Poland (CRASP) and Elsevier. In 2026, three
high-impact projects (focusing on antioxidant
balance in blood donors, environmental opti-
mization in aquaculture, and multidimensional
hemodynamic analysis) demonstrated the
integration of Ukrainian PhD candidates into
the global scientific community (Fig. 1). Win-
ning an Elsevier-backed scholarship implies a
commitment to the highest standards of
publication ethics. Access to global databases
and rigorous selection criteria foster a culture
where scientific honesty is a prerequisite for
funding and career growth.

The final stage of this transformation is
the public accountability demonstrated at
cyclical international conferences, such as
«Natural Resources of Border Areas under a
Changing Climate» (NARBAC) and «Biogeos-
phere and Socium» (BGS). The alternating
hosting of these events (in Chernihiv, Berehove,
and Shlupsk) creates a shared trans-border
academic space. For a young scientist, presen-
ting their individual research in such a forum is
a lesson in public responsibility, where acade-
mic integrity becomes a collective commitment
to the international scientific consortium.




Discussion. The synthesis of the presented
cases (Master’s and PhD levels) indicates that
international academic mobility serves as a
powerful ontological catalyst for transforming
researchers' ethical values.

The hierarchical mechanism of such
transformation is illustrated in Table 1, which
demonstrates the progression from basic
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declarative awareness to deep professional
internalization of integrity standards.

While the Ukrainian educational space
successfully provides the theoretical foundation
through specialized courses, immersion in a
European academic environment (e.g., Pomera-
nian University in Stlupsk) ensures the transition
from «passive knowledge» to «active integrity».

Fig. 1. Internship of the T.H. Shevchenko National University «Chernihiv Colehium» PhD
students under the scholarship program of the Conference of Rectors of Academic Schools
in Poland (CRASP) and Elsevier. Hematology Laboratory (Stupsk, Poland, January 2026)

Table 1

Levels of Academic Integrity Culture Transformation through International Mobility

Formation level Mechanism of influence Result (Transformation)

Theoretical Academic discipline (3 ECTS), testing, | Declarative awareness. Knowledge of rules,
codes of conduct, theoretical writing | ethical definitions, and potential sanctions

Practical Semester exchanges, choice of | Internalization of values. Academic integrity
specialized tracks, immersion in EU | as a core professional and reputational asset
academic environment

Professional Research internships, international | Research integrity. Automatic ethical comp-

(PhD) grants (Elsevier/CRASP), work in | liance through «traceability» of scientific data
certified laboratories

For Master's students, this experience is
transformative as they move from a school-like
perception of learning to the requirements of
the Erasmus+ Student Charter, which explicitly
links mobility to the principles of academic
honesty and transparency. The comparative
analysis shows that the Polish model’s high level
of specialization and rigorous laboratory
protocols (Case 2), aligned with the European
Code of Conduct for Research Integrity (ALLEA,
2023), create an automatic system of ethical
compliance. In this environment, academic
integrity ceases to be a disciplinary requirement
and becomes a personalized professional asset.
For Ukrainian students, the shift from a «punitive»
perception of plagiarism to a «reputational» model
of research integrity is the key result of this
decade-long collaboration (2016—2025).

Conclusions. The study of international
academic mobility as a tool for transforming
integrity culture among Master’s and PhD
students yields the following conclusions.

It is established that while the national
educational space (the 3-ECTS course at
T.H. Shevchenko National University «Chernihiv
Colehium») provides a necessary theoretical
foundation, the European academic environ-
ment at Pomeranian University in Stupsk) acts
as a decisive practical catalyst. It ensures the
transition from declarative knowledge of rules
to the internalization of ethical values.

The comparative analysis of educational
programs shows that the high level of speciali-
zation in EU universities (e.g., Medical Biology,
Natural Expertise, and Biomonitoring) directly
contributes to academic integrity. In a specia-
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lized environment, scientific honesty ceases to
be a formal requirement and becomes a
personalized professional asset and a guarantee
of the researcher's reputation.

For PhD students, research internships in
EU laboratories provide a «school of research
integrity». Working with EU quality documen-
tation, metrological standards, and interna-
tional grants (e.g., from CRASP / Elsevier)
instills a culture of data traceability, where any
manipulation of primary results becomes
impossible due to institutional and techno-
logical transparency.

Prospects for further research. For
the full-scale integration of Ukraine into the
European higher education and research areas,
future efforts should focus on institutionalizing
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international experience at the national level.
According to the Law of Ukraine on Academic
Integrity (2025), it is necessary to develop joint
Ukrainian-European certification programs for
research ethics and to implement unified
standards for digital data management (Open
Science). Further research should evaluate the
long-term career trajectories of mobility
program participants to determine how the
«integrity culture» acquired abroad influences
the ethical climate of Ukrainian universities
after their return. The ultimate goal remains the
creation of a seamless ethical space where the
standards of Ukraine and Poland are identical
not only on paper but in the daily practice of
every scientist, reflecting the core values of the
Bologna Process.
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