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Ilya Shrag as a leader of state-breaking processes in Chernihivshchina in 1917 
The article analyzes the facts testifying to the leading role of the famous representative of 

the Ukrainian national liberation movement I. Shrag in the Ukrainian revolution in his small 
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homeland - Chernihiv-Sivershchyna. Although the 175th anniversary of the figure fell during the 
difficult times of the Russian-Ukrainian war, which reduced the anniversary celebrations to a 
minimum, but the military optics made it possible to evaluate his activities in a new way. 

As you know, the liberation struggles of 1917 1921 covered all Ukrainian lands. Chernihiv-
Sivershchyna became the region where the national movement demonstrated its influence and 
power. The residents of Chernihiv owed this to the constant connections with the leaders of the 
national liberation movement in Kyiv and illegal circles, semi-legal societies that operated in the 
province from the middle of the 19th century. After the overthrow of the autocracy, I. Shrag and his 
associates unequivocally supported the Ukrainian Central Rada (UCR) in its aspiration to obtain 
autonomous status for Ukrainian provinces within the democratic federal Russian republic. In 
Chernihiv Oblast, steps were taken that fully fit into the system of measures aimed at realizing this 
goal: along with the All-Russian ones, Ukrainian authorities, political parties, and public 
institutions were active, cadres of young activists appeared, culture was revived, and Ukrainian 
schools were opened. 

Supporting the idea of Ukraine's autonomy and understanding that state-building processes 
are inextricably linked with the formation of the nation, I. Shrag headed the Chernihiv Committee 
of Representatives of Public Organizations and a number of Ukrainian public movements. This 
made it possible to successfully solve the practical issues of the development of the Chernihiv 
province of the UNR era by activating the work of local self-government bodies and uniting pro-
Ukrainian forces, as evidenced by the successful holding of the First Ukrainian Congress in the 
province in June 1917. 

Key words: Ukrainian Revolution of 1917 1921, Ukrainian Central Rada I. Shrag, 
Chernihiv region, Chernihiv Committee of representatives of public organizations,  the First  
Ukrainian Congress. 
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